





SPOT THE SEVEN DIFFERENCES 















Which of these cars will 
teach the finish point? 


Teather: Bhanu, whatis your mother's name? 
Bhanu : My mother’s name is mouth of 
Bananas 
Teacher: What does that mean? 
Bhanu: Kashidai 
~ Sampreet Hegde, Sid. VIB, V.S.Pillay 
English Medium School, Hub 
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+ The heart of a sparrow beats 100 
times in a minute. Sparrows 
never walk, they hop. 

+ The elephantis the only animal 


that cannot jump, but it is the | #/ # Z 


only animal that can be taught 
to stand on its head. 


+# Mosquitoes do not bite. 


They stab. 

+ The marine catfish can taste its 
food with any part of its body. 

+A robin has almost 3,000 + 
feathers! 

# If you dropped a snake egg, it + 
would not break; it would 


probably bounc 

There is a way of writing 1 by 

using all the numbers from 

0109 : 

148/296 + 35/70 = 1 

« Asand dune in the Sahara is so 
high, it measures 1,410 feet and 
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is higher than the Empire state 
building in America. 
Our planet is getting crowded, 
and so is the space around us. 
There are now over 4,500 
satellites and discarded rocket or 
satellite parts orbiting the earth. 
The blood of a prawn is blue. 
Spiders have transparent blood. 
It asked, it is ly that most 
people would say that a 
venomous snake can strike like 
a lightning. This is not true. Infact 
the human hand can snatch an 
object faster than most snakes 
can strike! 

Vrushali Khadse, Std. IX, 

Deepvihar School, Vasco 
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he elephants moved along 
Oo” the core area through the tall 

trees, bamboo clumps and 
the thick undergrowth, Bhim Bahadur 
knew the forest well. “This part of the 
jungle is inaccessible except on 
elephant 


‘The boys now complained of a foul 
smell 


“Chel! Piche!” cried Bhim Bahadur, 
wanting to return. 

The elephants would not turn back. 

‘They did not even stop! 

“Let the elephants go as they 
please,” said the other mahouts. “They 
are trained elephants and will take us 
back to the lodge safely.” 

“Yes," agreed Bhim Bahadur. 
“What we are to do is to sit quietly on 
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the back of the elephants.” 
‘The stench grew stronger. The boys 
had to hold their noses. Before long 

they came upon a naala, 
“Hathi naala!” cried Bhim Bahadur, 
‘The names were indicative of the 
presence of 


elephants in this part of 
the forest 


HE 


Where were the 


elephants? 





Madhubala advanced through the 
tall bamboo groves. Suddenly a 
bamboo broke under herheavy leg with 
aloud cracking sound. A pairof hyenas, 
scampered away froma bamboo grove, 
giggling hysterically. The boys felt a 
chill run down their spine. 

An cerie silence prevailed in the 
jungle. The boys sat quietly on the back 
of the elephant listening to the constant 


chirping of the crickets even in the “They were magnificent tuskers, ten 





daytime feet high!" Said Harka Bahadur, the 
“Lun look!" eried Bhim Bahadur. —ryghout of Rajkumati. 
His eyes widened in fear. “They were about forty years. old 
and could have lived twice that age 
Wot was that? Everyone was Bhim Bahadur clicked his 


horrified, In the naala were two dead 
elephants, surrounded by buzzing flies, 
“The carcasses had begun to rot, \D 


‘The stench was unbearable, Was the 
canal the deathbed for elephants? They 
had heard stories of elephants dying of 
old age, When its end is near, the 
elephant moves away from the herd. 
toa quiet and lonely pool, It ies 
down in the pool awaiting its 
end, 

“Those are romantic 
stories,” said Bhim 
Bahadur, 

The mahouts alighted 
from the elephants to look atthe 
dead elephants, What was the cause 
of their death? 

“They have been shot dead by the 
poachers” ed the mahouts. “Their 
tusks are missing 

Bhim Bahadur 

amined the car 

“The tusks have been 
severed using a sharp axe 
to break open the elephant’s 
nasal bones.” he said sadly. 






PART - 3 











casses, 
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The boys retumed 
to the lodge and 
reported to the range 
officer, 

“Things are 
getting worse,” said 
the forest ranger. 


“Three elephants 
killed within a few 
days!” 








tongue. 

“What a pity!” 

‘They looked around the bamboo 
groves. Two deer heads, burnt wood 
and several empty water bottles littered 
the place, 

No doubt, they had been left bebind 
by the men who killed deer, ate their 





They were magnificent 
tuskers, ten feet high! They 
were about 40 years old. 





meat and took away the skins. The 
‘mahouts were shocked. “The place was 
the hide out of a gang of poachers! 
said Bhim Bahadur, “They had set up 
their camp in this inaccessible part of 
the forest.” 

‘The boys stared in horror at the dead 
animals. What a cruel death for the 
magnificent elephants! After a few 
moments Rajkumari, Madhubala and 
Batashi turned back and ambled 
homewards, slowly. 
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‘The news sent a 
shock wave among the wildlife 
officials, Had their sanctuary become 
the hunting ground of the poachers? 

‘The department's walkie-talkie 
woke up the police station, 

“Hello! Jaldhapara forest range 
speaking!” 

“Yes sir!" 

‘Poaching in our forest has assumed 
alarming proportions,” replied Rathin 
Banerjee, regret etching his voice. 
“Two more elephants have been killed 
in the park and their tusks have been 
removed.” 

“How could it be sir?” enquired the 
puzzled officer, "How can they take the 
tusks out of the forest? We conduct 
thorough checks at all roads ofthe park 
A twenty-four hour vigil is maintained 
by policemen at all vulnerable spots 
right from the entrance to the park, 

Worried police officers rushed to the 
forest office. In one or two places the 
forest has long borders with cultivated 
lands. The sanctuary area had been 








encroached by villagers. “The poachers 
must have slunk away into the villages 
in the fringe areas,” they argued. “The 
ivory must be somewhere there.” 

Raids were carried out that night in 
the villages. Nothing could be found, 
‘The poachers had simply vanished with 
the ivory. 





The boys were worried by the 
recent happenings in the reserve forest 

“This is really very serious,” said 
Amit. 

“The poachers cannot disappear 
with the long tusks without being seen 
by any police or forest guard.” 
es that's puzzling,” said Sanjoy. 
don’t believe the poachers 
themselves have carried the ivory” said 
Nikhil, “They have engaged some 
middlemen.” 

“Who could they be?" wondered 
Amit pondered deeply. 
Suddenly, he said, "Have you seen the 
Village women enter the forest every 
‘morning to collect firewood!" 

“So what?” asked Kiron, surprised 

“The women return in the afternoon 
with large bundles of dry twigs and 
branches on their heads,” said Amit, 
“They openly walk past the police and 
forest guards and proceed to theit 
villages. They can hide anything in the 
hhuge bundles of dead wood and take 
them out of the forest! Is it not?” 

‘To continue 
Sukhendu Dutta 





Kiron. 











Their Favourite 
Ps} po rt 

George Washington's favourite 
sport was fox-hunting, 

Abraham Lincoln's favourite 
sport was wrestling. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt's favourite 
sport was swimming 

John F. Kennedy's favourite 
sport was sailing, 

Richard M. Nixon's favourite 
sport was football, 

Ronald Reagan's favourite 
sport was horseback riding. 

Suresh K. Anjum, Calcutta 
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TAM NOT Going 
HELP ANYONE, AND 
THAT 18 GONG TO 
‘BE My RESOLUTION, 


TARE THIS 
RESOLUTION! 








WISH YOU ALL A COLOURFUL 


ooh NS 
NEW YEARS 
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PETPALS 


halini,“ my 
father called 





‘out to me from 

the garden. It 
was a cool Saturday 
evening and | was 
reading avery 
interesting mystery 
novel. I wanted to ignore 
his call because | knew he 
would want me to run an 
errand. 

However, | went out into 
the garden and what | saw 
made me extremely happy. 
My father’s favourite hobby 
is gardening and 
he really has 
green fingers. 
‘That day he was 
trimming the 
bushes in front of 
our gate. 

He had called 
me to show a cup-shaped nest 
which contained two white eags. 
I was overjoyed. The nest was 
made up of hay, straw and bits of 
plastic, These egas belonged to a 
pair of bulbuls, No wonder, | had 
seen them with grass, hay etc. a 
few days back. They were actually 
building a nest. 


CREATIVE CORNER 




























RULBUL'S 


NEST 


| was very anxious about the 
eggs and would often go over to 
the bush to see them, My father 
would warn me not to do this as 
it would frighten the parent 


MAKING MARBLE PAPER 





bulbuls. In the evenings the mother 
bulbul would come to the nest 

After a few days. | found two and sit on her babies to keep 
small bulbul chicks in the nest. them warm. One day, it started 
would sometimes drop a few raining heavily and I was worried 
crumbs for the birds in the nest. about the bulbuls. I picked up a 
large plastic bag and 
covered the bush. 

After the rains had 
stopped | went to see 
the birds. They were 
safe and sound. A few 
days later, the birds 
flew away. I was very 
upset. 

One day I heard the 
twitter of birds. | ran 
out and saw two 
bulbuls sitting on the 
clothesline and 
twittering. 

My father said that 
they were thanking me 
for my kind act on that 
rainy day. Even now, 
the bulbuls visit me 
for a snack of a few 
bread crumbs. The 
nest Is still on the 
Many times the fledglings would push. | treasure it. 
raise their beak and open them S. Shalini, 
as though it was their mother who: Std. VIII A, Hilltop School, 
was feeding them. Jamshedpur 




























‘Things required : A broad vesse!, cl paint, white plain 
sheet, oll (3 drops) 
Method : Take a broad plastic bow! and fil it with water. 
Add oil and paints of different colours and blow so that 
bubbles are formed. 
Immediately invert the white sheet on the bowl. Remove 
after a minute. Place it under the sun to dry. 
This paper can be used to make greeting cards, cover 
Pa '0r note books, fles etc. 
Shruthi Prasad, Std. IX, Nightingales HS, Bangalore. 
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scientific name of cancer? What are 
the effects? 

Cancer isa disease in which a certain 
‘group of cells in our body start multi- 
plying without physiological control, 
‘These abnormal cells tend to invade 








surrounding healthy tissues and de- 
stroy them, They form a large 

mass of tissues called “tu- 

mour’, 

Tumours are of two 
types. ‘They are malignant 
and benign, Malignant tumours are 
cancerous while benign tumours are 
noncancerous. Malignancy is the sei- 
entific name of cancer, 

Cigarette smoking, usage of pan 
‘masala and exposure to carcinogenic 
chemicals, ionizing radiation and ultra- 
violet rays are some of the causes of 
cancer, Many viruses induce cancer 














‘mon among them Z_ 


are lung cancer, 
skin cancer, blood cancer, mouth can- 
cer, throat cancer, stomach cancer, co- 
Jon cancer, breast cancer, uterus can- 
cer and lymph cancer, 

Cancer cells can break away from a 


tumour and be carried 





through the blood 


and lymph, 
‘They cay settle in 
other parts of the body 


ind start multiplying 10 
produce more tumours. Thus 
incer can invade the vital organs 
of the body and destroy them. This re- 
sults in death, 

‘Three different modes of treatment 
are available for cancer. They are sur- 
gery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy. 
Cancer is curable, if tis detected at an 
early stage. One latest development in 
the field of cancer treatment is laser 

















growth, Some 
cancers are here 
tary, 
Depending 
upon the site and 
growth, cancer is 
grouped into dif- 
ferenttypes. Com- 











therapy. Itis also be- 
coming quite effec 





© Mukul P. Joshi, 
Mumbai 
? Why and how do 
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humans smelt? 
The nose isthe organ used 
for smelling and breathing. 
fit isnot working properly 
‘we cannot distinguish be- 
tween foul smell and fra- 
prance, 

‘The nose comprises two 
nasal cavities and a wall of 
cartilage called nasal septum between 
them. At the end of the nasal cavities 
lies a thin membrane called the mucous 
membrane, 

‘Two olfactory nerves that are re- 
sponsible for smell detection reach this 
membrane from the brain, ‘The cells 
present in the olfactory nerves detect 
the smell. These cells are called 
receptors and are embedded in the 
mucous membrane, Our nose has seven 
kinds of receptors, Each one detects a 


different smell, Our nose can detect 
the scent of flowers, fruits and pepper- 
mint, besides musky, burning, alcoholic 
and pungent odours, 

‘When we smell something, particles 
coming out of it reach this sensitive 
area through the nasal cavities. They 
generate electric impulses in the nerves 
there. ‘These impulses are carried to 
the smell centre in the brain by the ol- 
factory nerves. The brain interprets it 
‘as a certain kind of smell, 








©. Soundaram, Chennai 
2 Is polio a disease? What 
are its symptoms? 

1 Yes, it is one of the viral 
diseases affecting human 
beings. It is caused by 
poliovirus, The virus af- 
fects the spinal cord and 
brain stem. ‘They damage 
the nerves which reach the muscles of 
our body. 

‘The viruses enter the body through 
the nose and mouth, At the onset of 
the disease, there is a mild fever and 
headache which improves after a few 
days. But the disease is not cured, and. 
many succumb to it, 

In some instances, after a period of 
well-being lasting a week, there is re~ 
currence of fever and headache, Neck 
stiffness follows, Weakness of muscles 
in the legs or hands occurs. Paralysis 
of the affected muscles occurs ina few 
days. 

Polio is a disease caused in child- 
hood. Itcan be prevented by using oral 
polio vaccine drops. 
©R, Ramprakash, Srivilliputtur 
? Is tongue cleaning necessary while 
we brush our teeth? 











1 Yes. In order to keep the best level of 
oral hygiene, we should clean the 
tongue everyday. The tongue has taste 
buds on its surface. ‘The bacteria get 
packed on the tongue continuously af- 
ter eating or drinking. It makes the 
tongue dirty and also gives a bad taste. 
Sometimes it may lead to bad breath 
too. 

@M.Neela Muhil Vannan, Chennai 
? Does arthritis affect only the old? 
What is the cure or treatment for this 


CRA REE 


! Any inflammatory condition of the 
bony joints is called arthritis. Itischar- 
acterised by pain and swelling in the 





joints. Osteoarthritis, rheumatoid ar- 
thrtis and cheumatie arthritis are some 
types of arthritis, 

‘Among them, osteoarthritis affects 
the old, ‘The outer membrane of the 
bone called synovial membrane gets 
inflammed. The bone loses its carti- 
lage due to aging. This condition 
developes while moving the joints 
Initially the patient suffers from pain. 
Stiffness, swelling and deformity of the 
joints will occur gradually. 

Osteoarthritis is treated with ant 
inflammatory drugs and heat therapy. 
Rest should be given to the affected 
joints, Intra-articular injections of 
corticosteroids may give relief. Joint 
replacement is the surgical treatment 
for this condition. It is very costly but 
gives excellent remedy from pain and 
y improves the function of the 











Dr. 





Ganesan, 
Rajapalayam. 








DEFINITION OF MAN 


Tea man speaks too much he is talktive, 


Ihe speaks too little he is reserved; 


If he spends too much he is a spend thrift, 


If he spends too little he is a miser; 


I he advances too much he is wayward, 


Ihe lags behind he is a laggard; 
If he insists too much he is obstinate, 


It he is accommodating he makes himself cheap; 


If he remains stiff he is proud, 
If he yields he is a coward! 


M. Jhansi, 
XI Std, B.V.Reddy SSS, Chittoor. 
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11 India sports is often con- 
fj Sereda nected tela Yt 

this country has produced 

wonderful men and women $ 
who have struggled hard and $ 
tong enough to make a name for 
themselves. t 

If we haven't had tennis § 
grandslam winners or Wimbledon 
champions then it is because we © 
haven't tried hard at all! That is, we 
have not put in that much effort 

There are institutions which otter 
interested sportsperson a chance to develop 
themselves. India can boast of several alltime 
greats in several sports. Sustained effort and 
the ability to struggle againts all odds will pro 
duce results, as these men and women have 
showed 

Vishwanathan Anand did not have a 
coach. His mother trained him. Yet, despite 
juch problems, Anand achieved the cov: 
eted grandmaster title. He is India's first 
grandmaster, 

Though Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhoopathi did not have to struggle so 
hard, they did have to dedicate all their 
time to the chosen sport, They had to 
practise for atleast six to seven hours a day. Above 
all they had to 
maintain a strict 
schedule and 
stick by it. Their 
effort paid oft 

PIT. Usha, the sprint queen had 
humble beginnings. She had little to 
fall back on until she set Asian records tumbling! Yet 
she persevered and succeeded 


alleshwari, the lone 
medalist at the 
Sydney Olympics 
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pies erandmaster 


















came from an obscure = 
village. Till the mo- | 
ment of glory at the 
weight lifting event at 
Sydney, Malleshwari faced all 
odds, Despite being the best she 
had to listen to much criticism 
about her performance. Yet, she 
survived 

Most professional sportsmen and 
sportswomen in India undergo much 
struggle 

In other countries, budding 
sportspeople olten find sponsors who 
will take the sportsperson into their 
fold. All the expense that goes into 
making the budding sportsperson a 
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* Sprit ques 


professional winner at his chosen 
sport is taken care of. 

This idea is stil to catch up in In- 
dia. Sports is not considered lucrative, 
When winners like Malleshwari and 
PT. Usha set up organisations to in- 
spite others, few take notice, Perhaps 
ina tew years’ time all this will change, 

These problems do tell on the per- 
formance of the player. A professional 
sportsman in any other country does 
not have to worry about anything apart 
from doing his best on the field, 

These sportsmen 
and - women have 
agents who manage 
their schedule, fi- 
nance and other 
mundane activities 
like booking tickets, 
and arranging ac- 
commodation while 
the player is tour- 
ing. They take care 
of his or her per- 

sonal needs like 
food, clothing ete. 

In India the 
player has to make all these arrange. 
ments himself, Much of his time and 
‘energy is lost in these activities. The 
resulting _tension shows up in his, 
performance! 

May be in the future all this will 
change. Till then, every player who 
wishes to compete in international 
events will just have to go that extra 
mile, hoping that he will win against 
all odds. 
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zhar, Prabhakar, Sharma and 
Jadeja have been 
punished by the Board of 


Control, Cricket, India. They 
have been debarred from 
playing, two of them for ite. 

Some feel that the & 
players have been let off 
easily. But they forget si 
that the B.C.C.L is not a 
Jaw enforcing agency. The board cannot put 
the players behind bars. It is for the 
‘government to proceed against the players 
‘who had connections with bookies, played 
foul and made tonnes of money. 

The law ministry says that itis very 
Gificut to prove that any match was fixe. 
But the tax man can establish that the 
SPORTS PAGE 


PPA isrosert 
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players amassed wealth for which 
there is no account and taxes have 
not been paid. Let us hope that they 
have a strong enough net to catch 
the sharks! 


What an exciting finish! The 
third one day cricket match between 
Zimbabwe and India proved to be a 
thriller. Will _ they. or 

won't they...? 

Zimbabwe put up 

a brave fight and 

won with one 

‘wicket to spare. The 

first two one dayers 

having gone India's 

way, this win by 
‘Zimbabwe kept the five 

match series alive 

There is a sudden spurt 

of interestin the net two 
matches. Sachin did a 
wondertul job scoring 

146, but the other batsman 

were disappointing. Our 
bowlers too are not upto the mark. 

The Zimbabwe team scored 

‘steadily with the two Flowers 

topping the list with 77 and 

70. May be India will win 

the series. But this third 

match was certainly a 

feather in the cap for 

captain Heath Streak. 

Vishwanathan 

Anand hoped he 

would be able to celebrate this 31st birthday 
ina réaxed atmosphere. But that was not to 
be. He is meeting the Russian champion 
‘Nexander Kritman ina third encounter on 
Monday 11th December. This being the 
quarter final stage of the world chess 
championship, let us wish Anand all the best. 

Sm 


= Sharma 








In the tast column | 
had stressed the point 
that not all of us are 
(good listeners. Infact 
many of us are pretty 
bad listeners, Why is 
this so? The answer is 
simple. Listening 
requires a lot of 
energy. You need to 
put ina lot of effort in 
order to listen, You 
require to hear, understand and 
respond. In other words, you are an 
active participant in the communication 
process, When you merely hear, on the 
other hand, you don't need to make an 
effort. 

How can you become a good 
listener? In order to become a good 
listener, frst of al, you need to know 
how good or how bad a listener you 
are now, How good a listener are you? 
Have you ever thought about it? To find 
ut, try answering these questions: 1 
Do you pay attention when another 
person is saying something? 2. Do you 
find this easy to do? 3, Does your mind 
begin to wander after some time? 4, 
Do you have to force yourself to listen? 
5, Are you one of those who has to 
interrupt the speaker before he/she has 
completed what he/she is saying? 6. Do 
you feel uncomfortable remaining 





quiet? 

If you find that you have 
answered “no” to questions 
(1) and (2) and “yes” to the 
rest, then chances are that you 
are not a good listener. Now 
that you know what your 
drawbacks as a listener are, 
you can begin to work on 
them. But before that there is 
‘something that you must do. 
‘You must motivate yourself to 
become a good listener. 

In order to become a good 
listener, first of all, you need 
to have the desire to become 
one. Most of us are convinced 
for some reason or the other 
that we are not good listeners 
and very often refuse to take 
part in activities which demand some 
amount of concentrated listening. We 


1 Ui=} =) Zo] 6] = W \Cele)e) i ek) 


LISTENING - 


FEEe 19| 
JANUARY ‘01 fA 











are not bad listeners 
actually, we are merely 
indifferent, We must try to 
overnme aur (f 
indifference. When we 
listen, we must listen 
with an open 
mind, Many yy 
people, when 
they go to see a 
movie, decide 
beforehand 
whether they are 
going to like the movie or not! Are you 
one of those? When you listen to 
someone or something, do you decide 
whether you are going to like it or not? 


We must listen to people 
with an open mind, We must 
not let our prejudices come 
in the way of our listening 


YW) 





Many of us do precisely this, For 
example, when you run into a person 
whom you don't like and he says 
something to you, do you really pay 
attention to what he is saying? Woutd 
you be paying the same amount of 








tohim as you would toa person whom 
you like? Probably not! Even if the 
person whom we don't like has 
something important to say, we tune 
him out. This is something we need to 
avoid doing, We must listen to people 
with an open mind, We must not let our 
prejudices come in the way of our 
listening. 

What has listening to do with 
improving one’s English? 

You may be wondering why | have 
been talking about listening so much? 
What has this got to do with learning 


attention orimproving one’s English? Well, think 
about it, How. did 


1st Man : | used to be a big game 
hunter. Why for years | shot 
elephants in Alaska. 
2nd Man : That's impossible! 
There aren't any elephants in Alaska. 
1st Man : Ofcourse not. | shot 
them all! 
-S. Preethi, VII C, Kendriya 
Vidhyalaya, Chennai - 83. 








you learn your mother tongue? A lot of 
it you learnt by listening to your 
parents! Similarly, you can learn a lot 
of English by listening to others. You 
can learn new words, improve your 
grammar...anything you want to. When 
you talk to someone in English, pay 
attention to what they are saying. I they 
use a word you haven't heard before 
and can't guess its meaning, don’t be 
shy to ask them what the word means. 
This is one way of learning new words. 
Remember, if you don't understand 
something, tell the person 
‘whom you are talking to, 
that you do not 
understand. There is 
nothing wrong in that. 
Don't pretend to 
understand when you 
don't. 

Here's an exercise for 
you. Watch the news on CNN, 
BBC, or Doordarshan and find 
out how much of it you can 
‘understand. (Many people in india 
say that they have no problem 
understanding British English, but 


‘American English. In fac 





‘some Indians 


Replay the tape and listen 
to it again and again it 

necessary. Such an exercise will 

help you in different ways. 
‘say that American English is not English 
atall!) One of the things that you could 
do is to tape the news - either on an 
audio or a video tape. It doesn’t really 
‘matter which. Listen to the tape and find 


ZF 


they have trouble understanding 7 


yan 


out what the newsreader is saying. It 
you don’t understand the first time 
around, do not become frustrated. 
Replay the tape and listen to it again 
and again if necessary. Such an 
exercise will help you indifferent ways. 
{twill help you focus on your listening 
Also, by listening repeatedly, you can 
get accustomed to the different 
varieties of English - American, British, 
Australian, etc. As you listen, look for 
words that you haven't come across 








before. When you run into such words 
‘ote them down in a book immediately. 
Look up these words ina dictionary and 
find out their meanings and how they 
are used. 
Try this exercise. Let me know what 
you have learnt from it 
S. Upendran 
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‘Our Tribal People 


he isles of Andaman 
and Nicobar lie to the 
east of Chennai in Bay 
of Bengal. These | 
islands contain virgin 
forests. It is believed 
that an earthquake which 
‘occurred long ago resulted in the 
submergence of large tracts of 
land, creating the Bay of Bengal. 
The huge rocks on the sea bed 
and the wild trees on the island | Md df 
support this theory. For sometime | 
now, travel and tourism have 
developed well, transforming these 
islands into attractive tourist spots. 


On the islands, one comes “Hg || < ) 
across three tribes. They are the ( ub aN } i 
Andamanies, the " 


Onglies and the 

Jarwas. The Al 
Andamani tribe is 

the smallest witha 

population of thirty people. The 
Christian missionaries who settled 
on the island in the past have 
civilised the tribals. The tribals 
have as a ——— 
result learnt | 
crafts like 
knitting. 
Anthropologists 
fear that this 
new way of life 
could have been 
one of the 
reasons for the 


disappearance of 
the tribes. 
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The Onglies live 
in little Andaman, in the southern- 
most part of Andaman, They eat 
what is available in the forests 
around them. For warmth they 
depend on sun and fire. Their 
staple food consists of yam, wild 
pig, fish and honey. 

Young Onglies love to climb 
trees for sport. As a pastime 
Onglie children love to dig holes 
with their fingers beneath the 
trees. 

The Jarwas are the most 
‘dangerous’ of the tribes inhabiting 
the Andaman and Nicobar islands. 
They live deep in the jungle and 
number only a few hundreds. 
They often attack settlers and raid 
the houses in the valleys of the 
islands. To protect the settlers, the 
Andaman administration has set 
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up a bush police force. 
The Jarwas dislike civilisation and 
confine themselves to the reserve. 
These people are comparable to 
those belonging to the stone age. 
A Jarwa is black. His hair is the 
colour of charred coconut husk. 
They don't wear clothes; they live 
in groups. 

It is interesting to note that 
these tribes are conscientious. 
They are particular about 
cleanliness. They do not throw 
rubbish arround and keep their 
surroundings scrupulously clean, 
Itis difficult to see a child with a 
runny nose or a dirty face. 

Despite being primitive they 
have much to teach us, civilised 
men and women! 
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nce, Emperor 
O: kbar 
became angiy 
with Birbal for some 
reason. He was sus- 
pended from the post 
of minister. Birbal 
went away without 
telling anyone about 
his whereabouts. 

But soon, the 
emperor started 
missing Birbal and 
often remembered 
him. He wanted to 
bring Birbal back to 
the court. Therefore, 
he sent several 
ministers to search 
for Birbal, But, it was 
of no use. 

Finally, an idea 
came to Akbar’s 
‘mind, He sent a letter 
to all_— his 
neighbouring kings. 











In the letter, was a 
message : “It is the 


wedding ceremony of 
the sea of our kingdom. So, you 
are requested to send all the 
rivers of your land to come and 
grace the occasion.” 

All the kings were quite puzzled. 
It was such a strange message. 
But the answer to the invitation 
came from only one king. In it was 
written : “The rivers of our land 
are willing to come to your place. 
But, all the wells of your capital 


are expected to be pi 
entrance to welcome them, 


nt at the 





The Emperor immediately 


understood that Birbal must be at 
the king’s court. He at once went 
to the king. Birbal was there as 
expected. Then the emperor 
admitted his mistake and asked 
Birbal to come back to his court. 


G. Saundatti, Std. X B, St. 


Joseph's Convent HS, Belgaum. 
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ohn Chapman lived from 1774 10 
J 1845. During his lifetime, he 
planted a very large number of 
apple trees. That is why he was 
popularly called as Johnny Appleseed. 

This American was born on 
September 26, 1774, in Leominster, 
Massachusetts, USA. He lived in a 
poor little house. In late 1770s his 
father joined the army and went 
away to fight against England in 
the War of Revolution. Before he 
‘was two years old, he lost his 
mother. John’s elder sister 
and grandparents looked 
after him. He learned 
to read and write. 
He loved nature 
and felt at home 
in the forests, 

At 23, he set 
off across the 
mountains in 
Pennsylvania 
state, He carried a 
sack, containing 
some food and 
apple seeds. He had 
no shoes to wear. He tore 
loth from the bottom of 
his coat and tied it around 
his feet when it was winter 
and it began to snow. He 
made snowshoes from the 
branches of trees and 
continued his journey. By spring of 
1798, he reached a village called 
Warren. 

There next to a river, John planted 
some apple seeds. John went from one 
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place to 


another, clearing 


land and 
planting apple 
seeds. He built 


a fence of 
bushes around 
cach fttle apple 
tree. Once a year 

he went round his 

nurseries of apple 


“JOHNNY 


APPLESEED’ 


trees. 

By the time other peaple came to 
settle, John was ready to sell his young, 
apple trees. After a while people began 
to call him Johnny Appleseed. 






















* Sime apple tees plant by the English in Tata 


tae called Johny Applseats 
nurseries in Indiana, He hurried off to 
save his apple orchard, But he was 
worn out and fell ill. John Chapman 
yay around March 17 or 18, 
5, near Fort Wayne. 

People put up a gravestone so that 
no one could forget him. The words on 
his gravestone say, “Johnny Appleseed, 
John Chapman. He lived for others 


passed a 
I 




















ohn had travelled into 
neighbouring states and 
hada string of nurseries. 


That took a lot of hard work 
and a lot of travelling. 





He ate corn, potatoes 
and apples. He did not like 
to kill animals for food or 
for any other 
liked children. He told 
them stories of his travels 





eason, He 





and gave ribbons, beads 
and pretty cloth, In one 
village he met David 
Hunter, a young boy of 16 
who had to look after his 





eight little brothers and 
sisters after his parents’ death, 

John gave David 60 apple 
trees to start an orchard, John 
ton planting new trees 
regularly. As years passed by he Was 1774-1845 
old and weak, Oneday he heard Many tales were built around his 
that cattle had broken into one of his fife, After all he was different from 
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others. Some people said he could melt 
ice with his bare feet. Others said he 
did not wear shoes to punish his feet 
for stepping on a worm, The tales 
became bigger and bigger after his 


‘Some say Johnny’ ~ 


ghost comes to the forest 








when someone Is in trouble 
and needs help. 4| 
death. 

Some say he planted apple trees all 
the way from east coast to the west 
coast of America. Some say Johnny's 
ghost comes to the forest when 
someone is in trouble and needs help. 
People wrote books, plays, poems and 
songs about him. One road in Ohio 
State is named after him. 

In one folktale, it is said that he 
planted apple seeds on the grave of his 
sweetheart in such a way that when they 
matured, they spelled the phrase 
“Apple blossoms” when seen from the 


sky, 

Johnny was so successful that by 
the time he was old, he had 
accumulated more than 500 
hectares of land on which apples 
were grown 

None of the trees planted by Johnny 
Appleseed are alive today. But some 
of them lived for a long time, Some of 
the trees planted from the seeds from 
his trees may be alive even today. 
Johnny may like that better than other 
tales about him. 

What Johnny looked like is any 
body's guess. In one picture he is 
wearing a long peaked cap, in 
another a straw hat. The picture 
here is based on paintings by 
Dobson, who wrote his life story 
for children. 

Many Englishmen planted apple 
trees in the hilly districts of Uttar 
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh in 
India, Locally, they are also known as 
Johnny Appleseeds of India. 

G.V. Joshi, Pune 





Word Jumble 


Using tno givan clues unscramble tho jumbled 

tttors. 

1. Atropical bid GNFIOLMA 

2. Language of Flandors - HFEISLM, 

‘3. Apparatus for purifying liquid - ATFEIL 

4 Ascalo used in clinica thormomator- 
ATHIREEHNF. 





7. Scentitic name of moder man = 
(4,7)PHSONMEOISA. 
£8, AWaitor Scott novel - EIOVHAN, 
Arnab Kar, Std 1X, Nava Né 
‘soyuent ‘g'ueides owoH "2 
y Homa "e ‘ystwol4 2 ‘OBuIWELS 









‘ypeddy °s ‘youuouue, 
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BAKING DISASTER 9a 7 
Tr was a lazy Sunday « i raf 
afienoon when even the 
television. programme 
fled to iverest me.I 
skimmed through the 
Sunday newspaper. Inthe 
spoil ise devoted 1 
“Festival food’ I found 
recipes for eakes and 
pastes 
Father was avake had won a 
We decided to give S ‘h. Father 
mothe a surprise, We uredted us to 8 
hose vans biscuits and [set off to sumptuous dinner at & 
make bcs festa tha night 
Teollected the necessary ingredients ‘A. Nayantara, Std. X, 
aod followed the iatroctons tied in Anthony's HS, 
the recipe. Hyderabad 
uher suggested a geneous portion 
ofeocorpowtertogiveltagoodfinour. yf 
added a liberal portion and then when Miss. MASALA 
the dough was ready I placed it in DOSA 
aneactve moulds and puttin the ove, 
Tost ecperatr ae bogus 
about the final product, 
When I thought I smelt baked 
bisa, removed thm fom the oven 
T have sover see back Bells whch 
had aw batter inthe 
centre, They did not 
break won roped 
them on the floor, 
Tdevided never 
tony my hand at 
baking 
However, 
despite the baking 
digester there was 
ronson to eclebrate 













Sri Vidhya attends the 
same tuition class as Ido, She 
is not very beautiful but is 
quite popular, Many in my 
class find her interesting to 
lulk {0, She is also good at 


‘The Indian cricket team 
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studies. This is why I am jealous of all 
the attention she gets. 

‘One day, I heard her telling a friend 
that she loved to eat masala dosas. I 
decided to play a prank on her. 
borrowed her ‘Bussiness Studies’ book, 
promising to return it to her the next 
day. 

‘Since I score very well in class, she 
suspected nothing. I am shy by nature. 
Below her name I wrote masala dosa and 
returned the book to her. 

I asked her to read aloud what was 
written on the cover page. Ina hurry she 
read - “Sri Vidhya Masala Dosa.” 

‘The students laughed and the nick- 
‘name has stuck! 

YS. Shilin, I PDC, Co-operative 
College, Trivandrum. 


POWER CUT IN TRAIN 


Ince we were travelling by train. 
‘The seat next to ours was occupied by a 
woman and her six year old son. Dinner 
was served at 8 p.m. When all passengers 
prepared to eat the boy said, “Mummy 
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do not eat now. Remember we always 
have a power-cut at this time for half- 
an-hour. Let's eat after half an hour.” 
We laughed at the boy's innocent 
remark. The bewildered boy later learnt 
from his mother that they were ina train 
and there aren’t power cuts in trains. 
The boy replied, “Then let’s live in 
the train.” Everyone laughed at his 
remark, 
‘Sethu Rathod, age 15, St. Thomas 
Residential School, Trivandrum. 


THE LUCKY SECOND 

T was supposed to drop my brother 
at his tuition class. I asked him to wait 
for me by the gate while I brought the 
vehicle from the garage. 

| found a rolled up mat next to the 
garage. Our watchman has three children 
aged 3, 2and one. Manju, the eldest was 
seated close tothe garage steps grinding 
tamarind seeds. 

I brought out out my vehicle and 
would have almost stepped over the 
rolled up mat but for Manju. She wanted 
to ask me something. I pushed the 
vehicle away from the mat, slightly 
nudging it 
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‘Tomy horror, I heard someone crying 
from under the mat. It was the one year 
ld child who had rolled himself in the 
mat. 

Tthanked my lucky stars for saving 
‘me from running over a child. 

K.M, Jayashree, MES Pre- 
University College, Bangalore, 


THE MISSED TEST 
‘This happened when 1 was in fourth 
standard. One day when I returned from 
school my parents told me that I had to 
go to Chennai to attend a cousin's 
marriage, [trie to tell my mother that 








than the cousin's wedding. Nobody 
would listen to me. 

Finally mother said I could take the 
test on return from Chennai, 
After the wedding when 1 
returned to school, 1 asked 
friends how they had fared in 
the test, 

‘They told me that the test 
had been postponed due to 


thanked god. 

Radhika Sriram, age 

12,N. Delhi 

Dear Radhika, pl. send the 
name of your school. 





administrative problems, 





BIRD FACTS 

Birds have no teeth. They see more 
sunshine than any other creature on 
earth. Like us they have backbones. 
‘Their feathers are non-conducting. The 
scavenging of carcasses of cattle and 
wild animals is done by vultures, kites 
and crows. Birds use their beaks to eat. 
The shape ofthe beak reflects ther diet. 

Birds are a strictly resident species. 
The smallest of our birds is tickell’s 
flower pecker which is three inches in 
length. 

Birds are hot-blooded creatures. 
They are rather partial to water, Birds 
prefer to sit down to their meals. They 
play an important role in the scattering 
of seeds. 

J. Aman, Std. Vil, K.V.Picket, 
Hyderabad. 















Name : Hazal Mary Mooken, 

Age: 11 

Address : Beverly House, Snow Don 
Road, (P.0.) Ootacamud - 643 001 
Nilgirs, Tamilnadu. 

Hobbies : Drawing and painting, 
reading, collecting pitctures, watching 
birds and love of animals, 


Name : B. Divya Darsini 

Age: 14 

Address: /o Sri. A. Balasubramanian, 
120-V, PRathinasamy Road, B.B.Gulam, 
Madurai - 625 002, Tamilnadu. 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps and coins, 
reading books, watching T.V, 
Bharathanatiyam and playing, 


Name : B. Prajwala Varambally 

Age: 16 

Address : Rudra Priya Nagar, Behind 
Jupiter Industries, Indrall, Udupi - 576 
102, Karnataka. 

Hobbies: Swimming, dancing, making 
friends, writing poems/stories, listening 
to music, drawing, painting, chatting 


Name : B. Adinarayana 
Age: 14 
Address : S/o B, Srinivasulu, South 
Street, Gandhi Road, Ongole,Prakasham 
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Dt, Andhra Pradesh. 
Hobbies : Collection of stamps and 
coins and helping the needy. 


‘Name : Nived Unnikrishnan 

Age :10 

Address : B-8, Anant Raj Society, 
Karve Road, Dombivii (west) - 421 202. 
Thane, Maharashtra 

Hobbies : Reading, playing cricket, 
drawing, cycling. 


Name: J. Aarthy 

Age: 12 

Address : 18, Katchery Road, GH 
Quarters, Udumalpet, CBE dst. 

Hobbies : Reading magazines, 
painting, diary writing, handicrafts, 
gardening, 


Name : R. Ragesh 

Age: 15 

Address : 82, Srinivas, Cape South 
Star, Sivaram Nagar, South Enclave, Off 
Sungam Bye Pass Road, 
Ramanathapuram P.., Coimbatore - 45. 
Tamilnadu, 

Hobbies : Reading books, playing 
Casio, singing, cycling, playing cricket, 
making penpals, painting. 


Name: K. Tanuja 

Age: 17 

Address : No.8/13, 10th Street, 
Sowrashtra Nagar, Choolaimedu, Chennai 
-94 

Hobbies : Reading, collecting stamps 
and coins, surfing the net, music, chatting 
ete 


Name: N. Lubaina 
Age :15 

































Address : C/o Mrs. Yasmin Najmuddin, 
183, Linghi Chetty Street, George Town, 
Chennai - 600 001 

Hobbies : Reading books, making new 
friends, music, computer and playing 
chess. 


‘Name : B, Amar Jith 

Age: 16 

Address : V302, Madhava Sadanam, 
Kumarakom P.0., Kottayam Dt, Kerala - 
686 563. 

Hobbies ; Watching Hindi films, 
watching T.V., listening to music, 
making friends, reading Gokulam, writing 
letters. 


Name : K.P. Sivaram_ 

Age: 12 

Address ; 23, Madhva Perumal Koil 
‘Street, Mylapore, Chennai - 4. 

Hobbies : Reading books, helping my 
mother and coin collection. 


Name: D. Ramya 

Age: 15 

‘Address : B-448, St-24A, Smriti Nagar, 
Bhilai, M.P. - 490 020. 

Hobbies : Collecting empty refills, 
writing articles on people, reading and 
playing outdoor games. 


Name : P. Arun Bhat 

‘Age : 15 

‘Address : Dwaraka, Near R.K. Motors, 
Kodial Bal (East) Kodial guthu. Mangalore 
+575 003. 

Hobbies : Reading, playing, stamp 
collection, craft, cooking, cycling, writing. 


Name : 8. Srinath 
Age: 14 





Address; No.11, Kalaignyar 
Nedunchalai, Srinivasan Nagar, 
Perungalathur, Chennai - 600 063. 

Hobbies: Painting sketching, drawing 
cartoons, making friends, gardening, 
playing and watching films, 


Name : N. Manasa 

‘Age:11 

Address : Plot No.148, Anantha 
Saraswati Nagar, East Anand Bagh, 
Malkajgiri (PO) Hyderabad - 500 047. 

Hobbies : Reading books, playing 
‘chess, painting and cycling. 


Name : Anu Natarajan 
‘Age: 17 
Address : 629/36, Mohan Nagar, 
Salem Stee! Plant, Salem - 636 030. 
Hobbies : Badminton, music and 
making friends. 


Name : Preethi S. Vas 

Age: 11 

Address : 308, IV Block VII B Main, 
Koramangala, Bangalore - 560 034, 

Hobbies : Singing, dancing, cooking, 
reading comics, stamp/coin collection, 
watching TV /video game, drawing, crat, 


‘games, puzzles, surfing the net. 
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EAMWORRIED THAT ) THAT 1S uNDER| [ THE URGE TOOVER: 


X.CAN’T INSTALL ASASTANOABLE, TAKE THEM WILLBE 
ANY FLAGS YOu WiLL Nores|| DISTURBING YOU 
ROBLES HAPPY To FIND. ALWAYS | 

















PEOPLE AROUND = 
wou Much MORE 
PROSPEROUS THAN YOU) 











UH! DUNICHANG, IV KINDLY MENTION |] NANAKSI TOOK OUT A SMA 
WANT YOU 19.00") IT GuRUPEV. NBEOLE FROM THE REC, 
SOMETHING FOR! YouR WISH ISAN || SS OF HIS DRESS, 

ME. ORDER FOR 





HIS VERY MUCK 
KINDLY RBEP IT WITH YOU 
AND RETURN IT TO ME 
WHEN WE MBET IN THE 
NEXT BIRTH. 








ARTER THE DEPARTURE OF THE 
GURU, DUNICHAND HANDED OVER 


THE NBEOLE TO HIS Wire’ 


CH. NOIWHAT HAVE you 

BONER How WiLL sou 

CARRY THIS TO Youre 
NEXT BIRTH? 











PUNICHAND WENT BACK 1D GURLNANAK 
WITH THE NEEDLE. 
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BUNIGHAND FELLAT THE GURUS FEET AND 
PARDON. 


rr 
SES YOu MUST FEED THE ISI 

a FEED THE HUNGRY 

: Beitr Son Sar eu Soe 

TO NELP THe NEEDY Wi BE 
DOUBLED AND RETURNED 

TO vou KI THE MENT SIETH 














— 
DUNIGHAND BECAME A pevoTer K.-% 
DISCIPLE OF GURU NANAK SAHEEY 4 
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Erxcept for the weightlifter Every nation sens its best sports 

Malleshwari, India’s performance at persons. Countries torn by civil war, 

the Olympics was discreditable. Even floods and droughts, have won gold 

in a sport like tennis, despite the duo medals. If these countries can achieve 

Mahesh Bhupathi and Leander Paes, so much then why not India? 

we couldn't win medals, Instead of sending government 
officials to Olympics we 
could send more 
sportsperson. Let us 
hope we win more than 
ne bronze medal in the 
2004 Olympics. 






















Anand, 
U1 year pre-degree (Arts) 
Union Christian College, 
Aluva 
Pursuing 
dreams 
Today —_ people 
continue to talk of brain - 
drain, Well-qualified 
students move to foreign 
countries in search of 
lucrative jobs, To most 
students America is a 
land of opportunities, 
This country has 
transformed in just a 
century from being a 
savage nation to 
becoming a super power. 
This country has been 
home tosettlers who have 
ven up their traditions, 







customs and conventions 
for freedom to live their 





] Viewpoint 





dreams, aspirations and ambitions 
What is wrong if a few wish to pursue 
their dreams? 

Debashis Nandi, St. XI, 

‘The Frank 

Anthony PS, 

Calcutta 
India after 
25 years 

A quarter 


















Foreign 
countries? 


century hence, 
India would be a 
developed 
nation. The 
changes would 
affect every 
walk of life 
Our country 
would be a 
super power. In 
terms of industrial 
and technological 
development too, 
we would ha’ 
advanced consider 
ably. 

‘Today develop- 
ed and developing nations are 
competing for ties with India. The 
industrial and technological growth 
are poised for a boom time. 

Information technolog 
make easy all activities. 
computers may change life beyond 
‘man's imagination. Robots will 
replace work force, making strikes 
a thing of past. 

Exhausted petroleum deposits 
may necessitate human 





dependence on nuclear and solar 
energies. Major by-products of 
petroleum like plastics and cosmetics 
will be done away with, 

The people would be very healthy. 
Dreaded diseases like AIDS would be 
under control. 

Namita Umanathan, Std. X, 
St. Xavier's HS, Mumbai 
Respect the flag 

ple love to pin flags to t 
shirts on Independence Day and th 
Republic Day. It is wonderful to sce so 
many flags around the city. After the 
celebrations, these flags are discarded 
(on roads or thrown into dustbins, Is this 
the respect we ought to give our country 

and our flag? Is this patriotism? 
Rajani Krishnakumar, Std. X D, 
‘Shantiniketan Trust School, 
Bangalore. 














welve year old Nisha was a 

student of the Girls Sr. Sec- 

‘ondary School, Her father, 
once a wealthy businessman, met 
with losses and died of brain fever. 
Nisha and her mother were almost 
‘on the streets. Nisha was an aver- 
age student. She was a sensitive, 
weak and a nervous girl, She stud- 
ied hard but did not score excellent 
marks. 

Miss Vandana, the English 
teacher was quite indignant, "! re- 
ally feel sorry,” she sighed. "Some 
of you have performed very poorly 
in the test despite my constant en- 
couragement." 

She looked at every student 
“Ritu, Nisha, Priya stand up,” she 
called out. The girls stood up 
nervously. “You three girls are 
very poor in the language. | get 
upset everytime the principal 
tells me about my class's poor per- 
formance. You girls never seem to 
work hard, Don't you feel bad about 
that? 








“In tomorrow's class test, | want 
everyone to score well. Please work 
hard, will you?” The teacher was al- 
most pleading. 
“Yes ma'm" assured Ritu and 
Priya, Miss Vandana looked at Nisha, 
"Yes ma'm, I'll try my best this 
time," answered Nisha nervously. 
When the teacher (ett the class- 
room everyone heaved a sigh of re- 
liet 
‘Well, | am really going to do my 
best,” said Ritu to her friends. 
P that teacher. If she was really 
that concerned about our 
studies then she should have asked 
Us to see her in person. | don't like 
to be advised in front 


riya was tense. “I don't like 


THE of others,” 


GLISH 


“That's true,” nodded 
Asha. “She shouldn't 
have done that,” 

The next day just be- 
fore the English class 
every student was dis- 
cussing the test. 

"lam prepared for 
the test. I really don’t 
know why every- 

body is so tense 

\ about this test 

__) Come on, its Eng- 
lish after all!” said 
Priya. 


“The teacher 
wants us to score 
‘excellent marks, 
doesn''t she?" her 
friends countered. 

Priya made a 
face and 
strolled off. 

The — English 
teacher arrived. She 
read out the ques- 
tions and stepped 
out of the classroom 

As Nisha looked 
down at her paper, a 
movement caught her 
eye. Priyahad removed 
apiece of paper from her pocket and 
was hurriedly copying down the an- 
‘swers, Was anyone else noticing it? 
Everyone was busy writing. Oh, 

what a cheat 
Priya was! 
What if some 
teacher sud- 
denly entered 
the room? 

She could be caught cheating, 
The door creaked and the class 
teacher entered. Priya had by then, 
put the paper into her pocket and 
looked very cool. Should Nisha com- 
plain to the teacher? When the bell 
rang to announce the end of the Eng- 
lish class, Miss. Vandana collected 
all the papers and left. She said she 
‘would announce the results in the af- 
ternoon. 


entered the class with the pa- 


t was afternoon. Miss Vandana 
ers. “Nisha, stand up will you?” 










she said her voice 
hoarse. "Really, | never expected 
this from you.” 

Nisha was worried. What if she 
had failed in the test? 

“All except Nisha have done 
well,"Miss, Vandana said. 

The teacher wants us to 
score excellent marks, 
doesn't she’ 
——— 

All twenty heads turned to Nisha. 

“Nisha, | am talking to you, look 
at me in the face.” 

Poor Nisha broke into sobs. 

The teacher was aghast. There 
was complete silence except for her 
sobs. 

Miss. Vandana came to Nisha’s 
bench. “Why are you crying as if | 
sapped you?" 

Nisha could not reply. “Sit down 
and come and see me later.” The 
teacher walked out of the class. 

Later, Nisha met Miss. Vandana 
in the staff room. 

“Relax, and tell me your prob- 
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ems,” Miss. Vandana looked Into 
Nisha's face. 

‘Ma'm | become so nervous that 
| forget everything during exams, | 
lose all my confidence. Sometimes | 
think | can never succeed,” 

“if you lack selt-confidence how 
can you succeed? Exams are given 
only to test your knowledge. Many 
students get nervous but not to the 
extent that they forget what they 
learnt. Consider the exams as a 
game played with your brain. Re- 





"Bring your mother 
tomorrow,” the teacher said 
to Nisha. 





solve that you will succeed in this 


game.” 
hand in hers. "You are a 
good girl, | love all my st 
dents, Say o yourself, “I can do it 
{will do it,” Never get nervous. 
“Does god then help even those 
Who cheat in the exams?" Nisha re- 


iss, Vandana took Nisha's 
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called the morning’s incident. 

God helps everyone. When 
, the wrong-doers are caught god 
does not help. They are pun- 
/ ished. It is up to you to do good 
(or bad. A surgeon can't afford to 
IX’ become nervous before an op- 
\/), eration. He can’t think of a fall- 
N\" ure, He is dealing with life, You 
(| ought to have the same steely 
determination, Your mother has 
struggled hard to bring you up. 
Make her proud by making 
something of yourself.” 

“Thank you ma’m, | will reform." 
Nisha said. 

“Bring your mother tomorrow to 
my house Nisha,” the teacher said 
as Nisha left the room. 

“Yes ma'm.” 


Nisha and her mother were 
seated in Miss. Vandana's living 
room. Miss. Vandana walked in. “I 
am glad to meet you Mrs. Kumar.” 

“My daughter has spoken so 
much about you since yesterday,” 
Mrs. Kumar said 

Ma'm | have some news for you" 
Nisha said, “I am going to be a sur- 
geon when | grow up. | need your 
blessings.” 

Miss, Vandana's eyes darted from 
Nisha's excited face to Mrs. Kumar's 
calm face. 

"Say ‘I wil’ and not ‘am going to’ 
the teacher corrected her. 

Miss. Vandana hugged Nisha 
saying, "My blessings are always 
with you. 








S. Kanimozhi, Chennai, 










Somu : Rani, why don't you wash 
your mouth after every meal? | can 
easily guess what you had for 
breakfast. 

rani : Okay, can you guess what | 


fou had idly and sambar. 
You are wrong. That was 







JOKES 
CORNER 

















‘Once two men were walking to 
railway station. It started raining. 
1st person : Rain is coming. 
‘2nd person : That is wrong. 
You should say it is raining. 
(Alttle later they reached the 
platform. A train arrived.) 
‘Ast person : It’s training. 





Aboy ran shouting ‘buffalo’ ‘buffalo’, because a buffalo 
was chasing him. A passerby said, "be silent’. 
The boy ran shouting ‘uffalo, uffalo.’ 
Aditya Prabhu, 

Std. V, Sri Kumaran PS, 
Bangalore 
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FESTIVAL QUIZ 
Find the words with the help of 
the clues, The message is for yout 


7. If this fails, how can the farmers 
be happy? 

8. The traditional village event, 
when young men chase bulls and over- 
power them 

9, Farmers offer this festival, to this 
deity. 

10. This festival is also celebrated, 
in some other name, in many parts of 
the country. 

11, This animal is decorated during 
this festival 

S. Lakshmi, Std. VII, Jaigopal 
Garodia Govt. Girls HSS, Chennai 


I DAY SEATS 





1, On Independence Day 18 





boys go to school for the flag hoist- 





ing celebration. In each row four 





boys must be seated. They should 














sit in six rows, Can you make the 
seating arrangements? 





2. A shepherd has. 





17 sheep. All but 





seven died. How 
many did he have 








ett? 



































Rajamurugan, 




















1. This festival marks the 
season for the farmer. 

2. This tall juicy plant isa speciality 
of this festival, 

3. Villagers use this vessel to cook. 

4, The sweet dish prepared on this 
joyous occasion, 

5. The month that marks the 
beginning of the year 

6. This festival is a symbol of joy 
and___. 


a3 a 
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age 12, 
Sainik School, Triuchengodu. 





____ yey 








THE BALANCING SIMILY QUIZ 
ACT Name the similies of the following: 

Can you balance a glass on achart 1. As weak as.a__ 
paper whose two ends are resting on 2. As ugly asa__ 
two glasses? As sharp as a__ 
Bob Dey, Std. IX, Holy Cross 4. As wise as a__ 
School, Silchar 5. As tame as a__ 

6. As soft as_ 
7.As proud as a 

8. As dry as _ 


9. As obstinate as a__ 
10. As brittle as__ 
11. As swift as an__ 
12. As busy a 
13, As stupid 
14, As hard as a__ 
15, As cheerful as a__ 
16. As brisk asa__ 
- V. Ganesh Iyer, Std. IX, 
OEMS School, Mumbai 


ANSWER PG. 50 








CROSSWORD 10. Slightly damaged (5) 


11. A direction (5) 
Serie 12. Throw lightly (4) 

1. A timetable of events (8) ie Aeaeeraeeeral 

5. Slightly open (4) “@Seapen, ge 13,8 
Se, Central School, Trivandrum. 
9. 





A grain (3) 
A blank surface on which 
pictures are projected (6) 

14, In order to please or honour (4) 


16. Bite or what you do with gum? (4) 





Clues Down 

1 Amark (4) 

2. Amistake (5) 

3. Join together (5) 

4. Unpleasantly cunning and 
secretive (3) 

8 An immense time (4) 
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SIMILY QUIZ 


1. Baby 2. Toad 

3, Needle 4. Solomon 
5. Hare 6, Butter 

7. Peacock 8. Dust 

9. Mule 10, Glass 

11, Arrow 12, Bee 

13, Donkey 14, Rock 
15, Lark 16, Butterfly 
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THE BALANCING C ry N *g 
ACT Palulale 7 c 
Pleat the paper as shown in the A AM ojo 
picture above and place on the wo | R o|'al tr y 
sles. Plot ied iu 09 op ‘sl'clalelel'n 
of the pleated chart paper. 7 
e me nao BB 
1 DAY SEATS ° A N R L 
1. The boys are seated in the shape > Il @ Tho 
of a hexagon = S 
2. Seven sheep SIALKIE ciHielw 
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Aura is defined as the mystic 
‘envelope of the body by spirit. Halo is 
the circle of light surrounding the head 
of saints. Gods and holy men are 
depicted a persons surrounded by auras 
and haloes made up of holy light. 

On returning from Mount Sinai, 
with the tablets of God's 
commandments, Moses is said to 
have glowed so brilliantly that he 
alarmed the people gathered there. 
He had to cover himself with a veil to. 
reduce the glow, Othersimilar incidents 
have been recorded too. 

A 1th century Franciscan monk 
Blessed Thomas of Cori, lit up an entire 
church with the radiance of his faith, 
‘The cell of Saint Louis Bertram was 
regularly lit up as if with bright 
powerful lamps. 


Si EYED YONE 
: HAS DN 
li 


been proved that every human being 
i his own aura, Though not visible 
to the eyes of normal human beings, 
these auras can be seen clearly by gifted 
people, They can even infer things and 
events from the colours of the auras 
A folk-song collector Ruth L. 
Tongue had a young soldier friend 
called Dick Garland, Ruth was one of 
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those specially gifted persons who 
claim to be able to see the auras on 
human beings. Ruth saw a black 
shadow around Dick's head and 
shoulders as he left the room. Sure 
‘enough he got killed in less than a 
week, A black aura denoted the shadow 
of death, 


Boager cayce was a psychic healer 
who claimed to be able to see the auras, 
Based on the colour he saw, he could 
actually assess the person's physical 
and psychological state, Over the 
centuries a consensus has emerged 
defining the meaning ofeach colour of 
the aura. Every colour has its own 
positive as well as negative aspects ls 
exact significance depends on the state 
of the other colours in the aura. 

A strong presence of red indicated 
‘a willful personality. It may signify 
selfishness, physical strength, qualities 


PB iene st 
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of leadership etc. Green is the colour 
of nature and of healing. 

But it may signify a deceitful 
character, Orange colour indicates 
physical health. A strong yellow 
indicates intellectual abilities. Blue 
refers to a person’s religious and 
spiritual state. Deeper is the blue when 
more enlightened is the person, Black 
is the colour of evil, malice and death 
Shades of grey indicate a depressed or 
melancholic personality, 

Several investigators have claimed 
that human aura is detectable by 
mechanical means, Dr. Walter J. Kilner 
published an account of his researches, 
entitled "The Human Atmosphere 
Bach copy of his book included 
containing a chemical dye 


Several investigat 
claimed | ‘a 

















With the help of the lens it was 
possible to see the aura in three separate 
layers extending upto two feet from the 
human body! The condition of the aura 
‘depended on the condition of the body, 

‘Obviously aura is a physical 
phenomenon, But its presence is 
confirmed by the highly spiritual 
people. Intense and profound 
spirituality heightens and intensifies 
the normally invisible aura to such an 
extent that even ordinary persons 
lacking special abilities or sensitivity 
can see it 

Visalakshi Ramani, Coimbatore 









«ation tower in the world 
cannot go to the very top. They 
= can enjoy an impressive view of 


We beara greatdeal about the 
need to protect tes. et res con 
tinue tobe felled forthe fimsiest 
reason, This is the heartening 
story of how one tree was saved. 


Tn Malaysia, the Menara Kuala Lumpur 
(Kuala Lumpur Tower) was being built. The 
menara, standing 421 metres above the 
‘ground, is the fourth tallest telecommuni- 


‘Malaysia's capital city from an observation 
platform ata height of 276 
metres. Power- 
ful telescopes 
provide fascinat- 
ing close-ups of 
well-known land- 
marks, including 
the famous ‘twin 
towers” 

While the con- 
struction of the 
menara was in 

progress, it seemed 
necessary to get rid of 
2 tree in its immediate 
vicinity. The tree ap- 
peared tobe an obstacle 
to the mini-theatre, sou- 
venir shops and foun- 
tains that were tobe accommodated within 
and just outside the menara 
The Malaysian government, however, 
did not take the architecturally easy way out 
by felling the tree. Instead, at considerable 
expense, the menara was designed to incor- 
porate the tree and a wall was built around 
the latter by way of protection. Today, the 
hhundred-year-ld Jelutong tree is as much 
a part of the menara as are its pedestrian 
mall, gardens and other attractive features 
The Malaysians obviously realised that 
while man could raise towers, “only god, 
in the words of a poet, “can make a tree" 
Their concem forthe environment is praise- 
worthy. The Menara Kuala Lumpur there- 
fore soars not only to physical but to moral 
heights as wel 
‘Suryakumari Dennison, Bangalore 
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‘other shook me gently. 
ii “Get up Govind. It’s 

Ganesh Chathurthi 
today, We must go to the temple.” 
h! So you will make 
Kozhukattai, won't you amma? I 
love them." At 12, I still loved 
Ganesh Chathurthi. } 
Mother smiled. “Yes, yes. I'll ¢ 








THE DOL. 


STEPSTONE 


and the 


make plenty of them, 
You can eat as much as 
you want. Now get 
ready. It's getting late.” 

In under fifteen minutes I was ready. 
‘The others were waiting for me. The 
temple was close by. We reached in 
time for the special prayer, The bell was 
rung and the priest began the 





was too stunned 
to talk! 
' hid behind a pillar and 
listened. 





abishekam. The black stone idol of 
Ganesha stood majestically. The priest 
‘Washed the idol with water, milk, honey 
and sandal paste. He reminded me of a 
loving mother bathing her beloved 
child. The crowd sat in silence with 
folded hands. 


PR iat 
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‘After that, the priest dressed the idol 
and decorated it with flower garlands 
and jewellery. When the curtains were 
drawn aside, the priest lit camphor. A 
thrill coursed through my body. Then, 
the prasadam was distributed and the 
crowd dispersed. 

I said to mother, “I'l stay on and 
help the priest.” 

“Very well,” said mother, “but return 
home before one O clock.” 

A little later the priest said, “My 
dear could you wait here until I return? 
I need to pick up certain things from 
home and will be back in a few 
minutes.” 

Inodded since T had little else to do 
at home. I sat on the stool my mind 
wandering 

















uddenly, I heard a 
sound. Someone 
was sobbing. Who 

was crying on this 

auspicious today? I 

looked around. There 

was no one. 

‘Tomy surprise I found 
that the sound came from 
the stone steps that led up 


to the idol, More was in store, 


A deep voice came from the deity, 
“Brother step-stone! Why are you 
crying? What happened to you? Will 
you not tell me?” 

























T was too stunned to talk. 1 hid 
behind a pillar and listened. 

The step-stone said, “Don’t you 
really know why I am crying? It’s 
because of you, 1 am dying with envy. 
Why, I see people showering you with 
milk, honey, sandal paste and flowers. 
‘They revere you but they stand on me 
and break coconuts to offer to you, You 
and Tare both stones, Why should I too 
not be treated 
with respect?" 

‘The idol of 
Ganesha smiled 
and said, “Oh! 
That's — the 
reason for your 
sorrow, is it? 
Now, I 
understand. Do 
‘you remember 
those days 
when we were 
merely stones?” 

“OF course 
yes. We are 
both from the 
same mountain 
and lay next to 
cach — other, 
When [think of 


that I get more 
ings 

The idol 
said, “Do you 


remember that sculptor who picked you 
up to make the idol?” 

‘The step-stone said, “Don’t remind 
me of that, I still tremble to think of 
those days. He would hit me with his 
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ee 
Growm 
Stars in the sky, 

‘ach like a fire fly. 
Perched so high, 

Can't reach them, O why? 








Each one in the sky revels 
Like a crown full of jewels. 
Each one dazzles my eye, 
During day they hide, 











Std XI, 


O why? 
Archana Devotta, 
B.V. Reddy SSS, Chittoor. 





chisel continuously. It was unbearable 

“What did you do then?” 

“L taught the sculptor a lesson. 1 
chipped off. He tried to hit » 
I chipped again. He was dis 
left me alone after that. 











"Il tell you what happened after 
that, He discarded you and picked me 
up. He hit me with his chisel and 
hammer. It was painful, very painful. 1 
tolerated it, The sculptor was pleased 
and shaped me thus. I had to suffei 
millions of hammerings before 1 
became the way Tam now 





ow the step-stone’s sobbing 
Is that so? Then 
you really deserve all that love 


had ceased. 


nd respect. I'll not envy you 
hereafter. 

“Thank you my brother. But for you. 
I wouldn't have had this opportunity 
You rejected the offer and I picked it 
up. In fact, you are responsible 
greatness. 
GOKULAM 
JANUARY ‘01 




















The step-stone sighed, "Yes, you are 
pught I was clever when I 
made the sculptor discard me, Only 


ow do I realise that one has to underg 








much suffering in order to come up in 
life. Had I been patient, 1 would have 
been in your place 
but whi 


True is the point in 











The step-stone said, “You are right. 
Hereafter I'll not complain. Let people 
na lesson from me, If they are 
g 10 suffer hardship they will 
If they work 
hard and undergo hardship, they'll 
up in life and 
everybody's respect 

The idol smiled but said nothing, 











let others step on thei 





come deserve 





There was silence again, Was 1 
T think I slept on the stool 
If it was a dream then it was a 
wonderful dream. I still can't forget the 





dreaming 





step-stone’s words. [am sure neither 
will you. 
B. Ramadevi, Podanur 


ighty one nations have is- 

sued stamps in memory 

of Gandhi, the father of 

our nation, Even Britain 
has issued a stamp on the Ma- 
hatma. 

Poland, Romania, Myanmar, 
Czechoslovakia, Luxemburg, 
Bhutan (two stamps) and Somalia 
(three stamps) brought out stamps 
honouring Gandhion his centenary 
year, 

Mali released a stamp on the 
thirtieth death anniversary of the 
Mahatma. Srilanka issued a stamp 
in 1988, on his fortieth death anni- 
versary. 

Aseries of hundred years of cin- 
ema was brought out through 
stamps by Nicaragua. One stamp 
had the figure of Gandhi as por- 
trayed in Richard Attenborough's 
film, ‘Gandhi’ 

Guyana issued a stamp on Gan- 
hi. It pictured Ganghiji as playing 
Holi, On the eve of Nehru Cente- 
nary year in 1989, Maldives, Mau- 
titius and Grenada issued stamps 
featuring Gandhi and Nehru. 


outh Arica issued a stamp 

on 7.6,1993, marking a well- 

known incident in Gandhij’s 

life, Gandhiji was thrown out 

of the first class compartment in a 

train in South Africa, This incident 
took place on June 7. 

Congo, Kazhakastan, Chad, 

Turkmenistan, Venezuela, Cuba 





and Uganda also 
honoured Gandhi by 
issuing stamps. The 
U.S.A. was the first 
country to release 
Gandhi stamps on 
January 26, 1961 in 
the series of ‘Champi- 
‘ons of Liberty’. 

The British 
parliament had a 
heated debate on the 
issue of stamps on 
Gandhi, the man who 
drove away the British 
from India. However, 
Britain issued a 
stamp on Gandhi 
which was admired 
as the best in an ex- 
hibition held in Calcutta. 

So far 204 stamps have been 
issued honouring Gandhi, India 


STAMPS ON GANDHI 





has issued 54 stamps besides 
coins and notes. 


R, Lakshminarasimhan, 
Std IX, KVIIT, 
Mumbai 
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ajesh and Gautam were twins, 
R The fifteen year old boys were 
great mystery buffs, Since both 
their parents were busy doctors, the 
boys were often left to their own 
device 
One day, the boys spied two men in 
the next house. One was tall and well 
built while the other was lean and shor. 
Any attempt to strike up a conversation 
‘was cut off politely but firmly. 
‘The suspicious twins put their 
detective brains to work, That Saturday 
a sneaked 








NEIGHBOURS 
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into the next house. They walked 
around the house and peeped into the 
kitchen through the back yard window. 
They could see nothing. All other 
windows were shutte 

‘The boys heard voices. One of the 
voices, probably the tall man's, was 
asking the other to give them a few 
scraps of leftovers ancl lock ‘them’ back 
in the cages. 

They heard their parents’ car 
approaching and retreated home. After 
a fittle deduction the boys concluded 

that the men were terrorists, They 
holding hostages. They decided 
to investigate that night when their 
parents would be away at the 
hospital 

That night, after the servant 
had gone to bed, the boys 





















wei 


tiptoed to the neighbour's 


house, A light shone in the backyard. 
‘The tall man was asking his partner to 
“bury him before he decays”. 


Now the twins were terrified. 
Convinced that they had hardened 
criminals as neighbours, they tiptoed 
out into the street. There they saw a 
police constable patrolling the colony. 
The boys told the constable of their 
suspicion. 





They walked around the 
house and peeped into the 
kitchen through the back 
yard window. 

‘The constable entered the front yard 
and asked that the men come out of the 
house. By now, the twins” parents had 
returned too. The constable told the new 





neighbours what the boys had heard. 

‘The two men burst into laughter. 
‘The group was taken into the house. In 
the house were dozens of rat traps 
holding mice and rats of various sizes. 
The men were scientists who were 
experimenting with rats 

‘That night, a mouse had died, so 
they wanted to bury *him’ before ‘he’ 
had begun to decay, 

‘The twins hung their heads, The 
‘constable walked away angrily. The two 
‘men Wanted the boys to prepare tea for 
them the next day as a punishment. 

The following morning the new 
neighbours had tea with the twins and 
their parents. Amidst laughter, they 
recounted every detail of the previous 
night's incident. The neighbours 
became friendly afterall! 

N.C. Sudarshan, Mangalore. 
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December 6 

passed off peacefully, without any 

incident. But our leaders quarreled 
among themselve: 

It was on December 6, that Babri 
Masjid was demolished by Hindu 
fundamentalists, a few years back. A 
‘case is pending in which three central 
government ministers are implicated. 
‘The opposition wants them to resign. 
‘The prime minister in order to defend 
them, came out with statements which 
made matters worse. Charges and 
counter charges have been levelled in 

parliament and 




















\ are also taking part in the 
Be \ exercise. 

\ While we can thank God 
that Rajkumar is back home, 
we should not give room for 
complacency since 

‘Veerappan is sure to give a 
repeat performance, 

A website has already been 
launched describing him as a brigadier, 
fighting for independent Tamil Nadu! 
His Tamil country extends to parts of 
Andhra, Karnataka and Kerala. 

Such separatist ideas should be 
nipped in the bud, as otherwise they 
‘would cause irreparable damage to the 
integrity of our nation. 


Ti is hoped that the 
postal strike will 
soon be over and 
Gokulam subscrib- 
ers will receive 

copies of this issue 
in time. But your 
happiness or disap- 
ointment is only a 
small fraction of the 
huge — problem. 





eerappan 


Alll of which goes to prove that 
people want to live in peace, whereas, 
the leaders of political parties want to 
fight with each other, though verbally, 
for selfish reasons. 

A big effort is being taken to nab 
Veerappan, the forest brigand. Apart 
from the police forces belonging to the 
two states, central government forces 
NEWS BITS 
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Crores and crores of 
people are affected 
They cannot send even urgent mes- 
‘either can they draw money 
from their post office savings account 
for emergency needs. There are poor 
people in villages who cannot afford 
‘courier services. Many have no access 





to banks. The country cannot afford 
strikes in essential services. The griev- 
ances have to be settled only through 
negotiations and not through strikes. 


ister Undir was becoming 
rather good at using 
computers. “Come here,” 


she called Brother one day, “I'll 
show you how to type out a letter. 
“But don’t want to write to 

anyone” protested 

Brother. 

frat about C 
writing t0 Aaji > 

and Aajoba?” 

Sister suggested, 

“Tmbetter off 
writing by hand” 
replied Brother. 

“['m sure you'll love the 
internet! Come on you dodo!” 

“Stop calling me names! And don’t 
show off. I'm not impressed!” 

So sister continued by herself, not 
bothering with Brother any longer. It 
had started with a schoo! assignment. 
The teacher had asked everyone to 
submit their work in diskettes rather 
than paper. She was soon playing 
games. But what she loved most was 
exploring the virtual world on the 
internet. Brother watched Sister at the 
computer at home, He had also seen 
her at the school computer lab deftly 
‘moving between screens. Ithad seemed 
so easy when she did it. But when he 
tried doing something at the keyboard, 
what a commotion 
there had been at 
home! He had 














h us male 4 Friend 
thonet! 


the middle of his work. Just as he had 
taken a short break to stretch, Brother 
had gone to the computer and fiddled 
with the files. After that experience 
Brother decided to stay away, 


Buthow he missed the flashy speed 
and catchy music of the games! Some 
of his class mates had started talking 
about email messages that they sent to 
each other. Some liked receiving a 
message in the mailbox just to be able 
to delete it! In fact Kaju went to the 
extent of sending messages to himself 
because no one had e-mailed him for a 
week! Then he deleted all of them. 


VIRTUAL 





accidentally deleted 

some important files of 
papa Undir. Papa was in 
a flap. He had been in 


UNDIR STORY 


UNDIR STORY Siti 


Such stories tempted Brother to join the 
net surfing gang. 

“T've made a friend on the net! 
declared Sister one evening. Brother 
was very curious. Who could it be? 
Sister often talked about the friend. “t's 
a girl exactly my age from Brussels! 
Imagine Brussels in Belgium! Where 
Hercule Poirot comes from! She calls 
herself Drone! The name is also 
obviously made up - Drone! But its fun! 
I'm the Busybee who responds to the 
Drone! 

Brother felt jealous. First Kaju and 
now sister. They were excluding him. 
He was very tempted to sneak into 
sister's email account and read her 
messages. But he had not yet learned 
how to use the machine. Besides there 
was the password. He did not know 
how to overcome that! How could he 
ask sister for help? “Why can’t 
she offer to teach me again? 

This time I'll say yes!” 
thought Brother. 

But sister Undir was 
wrapped up in her own 
world. She was no longer at 
the TV in the evenings. 
Images had replaced words in 
her little life. She was also talking in 
shorter sentences, a direct influence of 








e-mailing. “I love the 
emoticons!” said sister to 
Mama. 


“Must be something pretty stupid! 
‘What on earth are they anyway?” asked 
Brother who could not resist finding 
out. 

Sister explained that emoticons 
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were symbols that expressed emotions, 
A semicolon followed by a dash and 
the right parenthesis was a wink =. 
‘Similarly one could build smiley faces, 
sad faces and so on. 

“But did you know that emoticon 
was made of two words, emotion and 
icon, combining sentiment and 
graffiti?” Mama said, rather pleased 
that sister was getting to be really 
comfortable with the machine, 

“T bet you can't show amazement, 
you show off!” said Brother. 

“Sure can. Look &, Just replace 
the right bracket with an ‘O° to show 
an open mouth! And I can even do 
sunglasses by using the number 8 
instead of a colon &". 

“You are a terrible show off! I 
wonder how your 
friends stand you!” 
said Brother, 


oo th 
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secretly 
desperate to 
learn and talk 
like sister and 
some of his 
classmates. “Well, Drone and I get 
along famously! I can tell her anything! 
Even though I have not even met her.” 

Atschool Kaju was also constantly 
talking about his internet experiences. 
“We e-mailers are quick! Regular 






postal deliveries are now 
called snail mail.” 

"You are as bad as 
my sister, you show 
off! What can you 
possibly have to 
write about so 









much? 

“Sour 
hanh! 

‘That did it, Brother “e: 
decided he was not EZ 
going to be left out 
But catch him ask 
sister for help. Or 
even Kaju. He wanted to open sister's 
account and read all her messages to 
and from Drone. “I'll figure out how 
by myself, Afterall sister finds it easy 
How hard can it be?” 

So when ister was at school for an 
extra class and Brother was at home 
after school, “Now is the time!" he said 
tohimself He tured on the computer. 

Just then Mama Undir returned 
home. She found Brother at the 
‘computer. “Mama! I want to learn how 
to use the computer. I was waiting for 
you to come home nnd show me! hope 
you've forgotten my mess up with 
Papa's file: 

Mama Undir smiled. “You will be 
learning computers at school anyway 
next year. What's the hurry?” 

“I'd like to, Ma! Especially the 
email!” 

‘So mama taught Brother the basics. 
How to connect and how to surf. She 
showed him some interesting sites on 
the web - especially the one with jokes. 














3 PickSomething 








ent 


Then she helped him open a new e-mail 
account just for himself. “Initially you 
are likely to keep forgetting your 
password. So pick something easy with 
eight characters - like your favourite 
food!” 

“L want to pick something sister 
hates. What about milk?” Finally it was 
milkyway that became Brother's 


Brother decided he was 
not going to be left out. 
But catch him ask sister 

for bel 


password. Mama laughed. “Sister's 
password is icecream.” Brother nearly 
jumped! Why had he not just asked 
Mama before? When Mama was out 
of the room he actually sent a message 
to Drone telling him all about himself 
and adding 

You do not know me. This is my 
first e-mail so Iam excited. You are 
already sending messages to my sister 
who calls herself Busybee. Please tell 
‘me how you met her? I also want to 
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JANUARY “01 


UNDIR STORY Sa 


«tha too 
Ftom Brussels! 


meet new people on the net, Brother” 

Brother even got a reply, much to 
his surprise! What was even more 
surprising was the message from 
Drone: 

“Gosh Brother ... It is you! I never 
thought you would start this. If Busybee 
is your sister, then you might as well 
know - Iam Kaju, your classmate! 1 
‘met her in a chat room and then gave 
ther my email address because mo one 
was sending me any mails! Kaju/ 
Drone” 

Brother wanted to know more. He 
found the whole thing very funny. He 








Teacher : Children, we can lea 
{rom the ants. Ants work very hard every 
day. The ant works all the time. And what 
happens in the end? 

‘Student : Somebody steps on him! 











emailed back 
“Hey Kaaju... She thinks you are 
@ girl from Brussels! Why? © 
Brother” 
Kaju replied 
“Because | liked the idea of 
keeping my identity a secret, 1 
thought no one would take a kid 
seriously, Do you think she will be 
angry? ©... Kaju” 

Brother was delighted with the 
developments. How he teased sister 
when she got back from her class! “I'm 
aabetter Hercule Poirot than you or your 
Drone! Having silly chats with Kaju 
and thinking it was an older gir! of your 


She showed him some 
interesting sites on the web - 
especially the one with jokes, 











‘get That too from Brassels™ 

Poor sister! She felt rather 
humiliated. But most of all she was 
angry with Brother for having broken 
into her account. “I'm going to change 
my password at once! This time not 
even Mama will know!” 

“The best is for both of you to keep 
changing passwords every now and 
then, But they have to be something 
you will not forget. Anyway, no teasing 
and bullying one another!" Mama 
separated the two of them who were 
onthe floor by now, fighting, “Now that 
‘you have taken the first step, you will 
learn by leaps and bounds. Sister can 
help. So stop teasing hei 

Both Brother and Sister made faces 
and ran away. 

Anuradha K. Rajivan 
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nce sage Durvasa visited the 
palace of Abhimanyu, the son 
ofthe Pandava prince Arjuna 


Abhimayu's wife Uttara served the sage 
with respect. 

Pleased with her devotion and 
sense of duty, the sage gave her a 
mirror which possessed magical 
powers. The mirror had a special 
power. When looked into it by anyone, 
it would reveal the face of the person 
who loves him sincerely. 

Untara was very happy. When the 





Pandavas returned home with Krishna, G, Archana, Std. XI, Coimbatore | — 
she showed them the mirror. Dear Archana, pl. send the name of | 
The Pandavas gave the mirror to your school. 


PRIVADARSHANA 
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Krishna and asked him to take a look 
into it expecting their faces to be seen. 
Krishna did so. Wonder of wonders, the 
mirror showed the face of the wicked 
Sakuni, 

The Pandavas were dumb-struck. 
Krishna then solved the mystery, He 
said, “Sakuni, though a wicked person 
isconstantly thinking of a way to outwit 
and defeat me, 

“Since he is always immersed in| 
thoughts about me, he becomes the 
person to love me the most.” 











Scene I 

Lawyer, judge, Veersen, 
Talukram and Daulatmal in 
the courtroom. 

An announcement is 
made : 

“Let Veersen the heir to the 
property present himself in 
the witness box.” 

Lawyer (10 Veersen) : 
Your case here deals with a 
complaint against the 
villagers to whom you lend 
money for their harvests, 
building of houses ete 

Veersen : Yes. 

Lawyer ; Your complaint is that the villagers have 
not paid the debts they owe you 

Veersen : It is true. 

Lawyer : You also demanded that the debt be paid 
off in terms of harvest 





Lawyer : But the 
villagers claim to have 
repaid the livestock toan. 
and housing advances, 
Veersen ; They 
haven't. 


Lawyer : Do you 
VEE have evidence 
to prove it? 


Veersen ; They never have money. So, the 
demand, 
Lawyer : Can't you give them some more time? 
Veersen : I have already given them too much 
time. They always come up with some excuse. The 
deal was that when they reap the harvest they should 
repay me. They haven’t repaid anything I lent them, 














This one-act play won the second 


prize in the contest announced in 


August 2000 issue. 
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Veersen : Yes, the 
caretaker of the property 
and the officer-in-charge 
of the loans have the 
necessary documents to 
prove that the debts 
haven't been cleared, 

Lawyer ; With the 
judge's permission I wish 
to call upon the officer- 
in-charge of the loans, 
Daulatmal to come to the 
witness box. Veersen, 
you may leave the 
witness box. 

Judge : You are 
permitted. 

Daulatmat comes 10 
the witness box 

Lawyer ; Daulatmal, 
do you have the bills and 
the necessary documents 
to prove that the villagers 











) \ VG 
have not cleared the \ ,JM/ Ma 
debts? 

Daulatmal ; Yes, I have 
already presented them before the judge. 

Lawyer ; How did the villagers react when they 
were asked to clear off the debts? 

Daulatmal ; They threatened me and even said 
that they would burn down my house, They were very 
rude, When they need money they act innocent. When 
itcomes to paying off the debts they turn into rowdies 
and rascals. 

Lawyer : Have they cleared the debts? 

Daulatmal : Not even one! Though they have the 
harvest to pay the debts, they never do. 

Lawyer : With the judge's permission I wish to 
summon the third witness, 

Judge : Since this case is an allegation towards a 
group of villagers, the court requites some time for 
the evaluation of the evidence. The court is adjourned 
till 11 a.m, tomorrow, 








Scene II 
Daulatmal and Talukram outside the court. 
Daulatmal ; This case will go our way. The 
villagers don’t stand a chance. 
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Talukram : Itis a pity you take so 
‘much care to harm poor souls. What 
will you gain by this? 

Daulatmal ; Speak softly. This is 
what our boss Veersen wants. The 
villagers have reaped a rich harvest. So 
why not ask for more? A little payment 
‘ill not do them much harm, 

‘Talukram: They have to pay alarge 
amount, the way this case is going! 
Besides they have cleared the debt on 
livestock and the housing - loan 
advances, 

Daulatmal : Strange that youshould 
support the villagers. I's Veersen who's 
feeding you, Besides we get a huge cut 
inthis, don’t forget, Let’s not betray our 
master. 








The villagers must clear the 
debt within a period of two 
years, Veersen and Daulatmal 
will be punished if they repeat 
this action, 





‘Talukram ; You may want the 
money. I don’t need it, Tnever thought 
I'd have to use underhand means to 
earn a living, We are taking advantage 
of their literacy. They too are humans 
and have the right to live. 

Daulatmal : I don’t want to argue 
with you, Thave done what our master 
ordered us to do, Ladvise you to do the 
same, 


Scene III 
Inside the court, the lawyer, judge 
and Talukram are present. An 
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announcement is made. Talukram is 
asked to take his place in the witness 
box. 

Lawyer : Is it true thatthe villagers 
borrowed money from Veersen and did 
not pay the debts? 

Talukram ; The villagers did 
borrow the money but they paid their 
debts on livestock and housing, 

Lawyer : Are you sure? The other 
witnesses said the villagers hadn't 
repaid the debt, You are the last witness 
and much depends on your statement. 
A wrong statement may mean the court 
Will take action against you. 

‘Talukram : I have said only the 
truth, 

Lawyer : Why were the false bills 
made? 


‘fas 


Anand : My uncle drives his bike 
so fast that he covers a distance of 
200 km in half an hour. 

Shivaram : Is that all? My brother 
drives his bike so fast that he covers. 
300 km in haif an hour. 

Guru : Oof! My cousin drove his 
bike so fast that within no time he was. 
taken to the hospital and is bike was 
sent to the repair shop. 

Sriram, Std. Vill A, SBOA 
MHSS, Coimbatore 














Talukram : Because my master 
ordered me to, 

Lawyer : That's all your honour. 

Judge: On the basis of evidence the 
court hereby declares that the charges 
framed by Veersen against the villagers 
are wrong. The villagers must clear the 
debt within a period of two years. 
Veersen and Daulatmal will be 
punished if they repeat this action, 

Outside the court. 

Daulatmal ; Talukram, you have 
cheated our master. He is sure to punish 
you 

‘Talukram ; Ihave no regrets, Ihave 
spoken the truth and helped the 
villagers. Truth and non-violence are 
the principles I live by. I shan’t lament 
the loss of this job. I don’t want any 


Ist Neighbour : Sorry sir! My hen 
destroyed your garden. 
2nd Neighbour : That's all right. 
My dog ate your hen. 
Ist Neighbour : Fine! I just ran 
over your dog. 
= Bob Dey, age 14, Holy Cross 
School, Silchar, Meherpur 


at 








violence following this verdict. Here 
are the keys to my quarters and office. 
1am resigning from my post and am 
leaving the village. 


Scene IV 

At Veersen's bungalow 

‘Veersen : The stupid rascal. He has 
eaten my salt and is disobeying me. 
Kallu, Dadabhai go get your sticks. We 
have a lesson to teach someone, 

Daulatmal enters. 

Daulatmal : There is no need for 
that master, Talukram has resigned 
from his post and handed me the keys 
The villagers too have repaid part of 
the debts. Here's the bag with the 
money in it master. The villagers asked 
me not to hurt Talukram, They have 
promised to repay all debts in time. 

‘Veersen : Ha! Ha! Their saviour has 
left them! Serves them well. Go and 
ook out for another caretaker, 








Scene V 

Twenty five years later. Veersen is 
in his deathbed. 

Veersen : My end is near, Whom 
can 1 trust to handle all my wealth! 1 
had a wonderful servant in Talukram. 
Alas! I lost him because of my 
foolishness. Who'll take care of me and 
my children? Oh Talukram, ifonly you 
could hear me and give me a helping 
hand.. Oh! Talukram... Talukram.., 
‘What a mistake I have committed! 


PR. Arun, Std XI, Christ Nagar 
School, Trivandrum 
ARUN WINS RS.150/ 
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the prince of 0 
neighbouring kingdom 
wished to mary Ishuoryo, 

The wicked queen 
decided to do owoy with 
Ishworyo. She wonted the 
prince to mary her 
daughter, 

The queen visited o 
‘mogicion the next doy. He 
presented her o bangle 
saying "the beoutifl gir 
‘who weors this bongls will 
tum ugly. An ugly looking 
il who tries on this bongle 
will transform into 0 
bbeoutifl gir. However, If 
the bongle were to breck 
things will return to their 
‘ld norma self. 

The que 





wos 


THE MAGIC™ ™*r 


BAN 


shworyo was the doughter of a brove 
‘ond just king. The queen died when 
Ishworya wos o toddler. The king 
remaried. Ishworya's step-mother wos 0 
harsh ond 0 cruel woman. Ishworyo wos 
treated os her step-mother's servant 
Fifew yeorslter, the queen gove bith 
to 0 daughter. The child wos not os 
beautiful as Ishworya. The queen hated 
Ishworya even more. 
‘One doy the king told the queen thot 
GoKuLaM 
fantany 731 
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‘queen frst went to Ishworya ond asked 
herto try on the mogic bangle. No sooner 
hod Ishworya wom the magic bangle than 
she turned ualy! 

The queen then took the bangle to her 
oughter and osked her to wear it. The 
girl wos transformed into a beautiful 
‘moiden the moment she wore the bangle, 

‘The prince ofthe neighbouring kingdom 
moried the tronsformed git, The princess 
‘wes brought to the prince's kingdom, That 


RETOLD sTORY 
‘evening when the princess tried to remove 
the magic bangle it broke and the princess 
wos transformed to her ugly self 

The prince who happened to poss by 
witnessed the whole scene. The princess 
confessed thot it had been the magic 
‘bangle which hod transformed her. She 
also told him that her mother had made 
Ishworyo weor the bangle because of 
which she wos transformed into on ugly 
looking gt. 

When the news reached the king, he 
bonished the queen and his second 
<doughter fom the kingdom, The prince wos 
‘askedto toke Ishworyatohiskingdom. The 
fine married Ishuorya and lived hoppily, 
G. Indulekha, 
Std. IX A, Space 
Central School, 
Sullurpeta, 





BUDDING 
CHEF 












You need : Carrots - 2, a few 
leaves of cabbage cut into long 
strips, two onions, 1 tsp butter, 
comtlour - 2 tsp, water % cup, 
milk - 1 cup, salt. 

Method : Cut onions into 
squares. In a pan melt butter 
and add diced carrots, cabbage 
pieces and onion slices. Saute 
for two minutes, Add % cup 
water and salt. 

Simmer for a minute. Add 
milk and boil til the vegetables 
are cooked, Add cornflour to 
water and make a paste. Add 
it to the soup. Simmer till thick 
and remove from heat. Serve 
hot with a sprinkle of pepper. 

K. Latha Pai, 
Std. IX, M.P.U.C., 
Udupi. 










































Sundar, what 
are you up to? 


Be careful. The 
is going down 
the slope, 





jundar my dear, 
what happened 
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sleep a lot and get up very late. 

‘Alarm clocks and sprinkling water 

over my face to arouse me are useless, 
tactics, How do I get up early? 

Agratha Dhinakar, age 11, 

‘Army School, Bangalore 

Dear Agratha, 

Perhaps you don't get the sleep your 
body needs. You need atleast eight 
hours of sleep. Otherwise you will not 
be able to recuperate from the tiredness 
of the previous day 

Cut out watching TV and playing 
video games, Finish your homework by 
9pm. and go to bed. This way you will 
be able to wake up by 5 an, Study for 
‘an hour or two. You will be able to study 
well as your mind will be well rested. 

eek 

Tam in standard VI, Lam the eaptain 
of the class. However, I am unable 10 
‘come first in class. Iean't make iteven 
tothe third rank. This upsets my parents. 

Avinash Raj, age 12, St. Mary's 
Orphanage and Day School, Calcutta 

Dear Avinash, 

Ifyou have been selected captain of 
the class, itmeans that you have certain 
qualities of leadership. You can feel 
happy over this. Find out where you 
‘make mistakes, It is not possible for 
everybody to come first or second in 
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Why can't | 
‘come First? 


the class, But you can always try to 
improve your performance. Take your 
parents’ help and ask for your teacher's 
Then work towards doing 

7 away with those 
mistakes. You 
are bound to 

score be 


comments, 
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tok 
1 find biology and 
maths difficult. 1 am in standard VI. 1 





‘work out sums everyday, I even go to 

tuition class. My mother gives me 

mock tests but I haven't improved. 
Shatchya, Chennai 

Dear Shatchya, 

Perhaps you haven't understood the 
lessons in biology well. Ask you teacher 
Where you are making mistakes. This 
will help you improve your score, AS 
for maths, try to understand the steps. 





GRANDMA WORM 


A mechanical 


approach will ~NOTW!NO Play! 


never help. 
tek 
1 underwent : 
surgery recently. Lain 


not able to score as well as I did earlier Zz) 
Mother takes care of me but sheexpects. = == 


too much from me sae) aa 
v Gy SPS 


i Bursar 


Go back to the days when you wrote 





in two-line ruled note books, Spend 





Q Why can’t I score 
le wel maths? 








half-an-hour everyday copying a news 
item from the day's newspaper. Don't 
let anything or anyone disturb you 
when you are studying. Try to meditate 
for ten minutes every day, It will 





ond 

Ihave cut down watching TV and my 

play time but my scores haven't 
improved. [revise my lessons daily 

at Ramani, Std. VIN, 

Chennai 











Dear Deepa, 

If you are not physically fit, it is 
bound to affect your performance. 
Besides all work and no play will not 
help you improve your scores. Take it 
easy until you are well and then work 
harder. 

Saad 

My handwriting is not upto the 
mark, I get distracted very fast. Please inyprove your power of concentration. 
help. 





Sarthak Tavade, Std. VII E Love, 
Centre Point School, Nagpur. Grandma Worm 
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lemurs, give bigth 
ata time. Within mor 
come independent 

in the ring-tailed lemur's troop, th 
stay in the troop. Th 
The females help to raise the 









Lemurs are found in Madagas 
the fourth largest island near A\ 
Most species are found on the 
em par 











e island, 





* The noctumal mouse lent 
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and appearance. Some 
pear like monkeys while ot! 
ers look more like squirrel or 
mice. 

Most lemurs live on trees 
The fion- tailed lemur lives on 
the ground. They fe 
fruits, leaves, birds and their 
eggs, insects and o} 
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young in the troop. The lemurs will 
attack another troop that enters t 
territory. They wilight the enemy, car- 
tying their babies on their back 
murs will also act as. surrogate rm 
ersifneed be. Ring-taled lemurs can 
live upto twenty years 


28 living species of ler: 




































fe nocturnal creature found very 








The ring- tailed femur found in 
uth-west Madagascar Is the most 





bo 





) shoots, leaves and 
i and lepi lemurs are 
leat-eating primates. The 
mouse-lemurs, one 
of the smallest pri 
mates are brownish 
or greyish animals. 
Lemurs have 
enemies because 
there are few large 
predators in Mada: 
gascar. Some eat 
small mammals and 
birds both on the 
trees and on the 
ground. Related to 
ivets. and man- 
goose, they are the 
lemur’s nightmare, 
The Malagasy 
ring-tailed mangoose 
preyson small lemurs 
besides insects, 
eggs, snails and reptiles. 


KM. Prajwal, Std Vil, 
Holy Mother Convent, 
Hassan. 


GOKULAN 
JANUARY “01 


* This species is found in the south 





uncle and aunt would feed him leftovers. They 
made him work hard. Sometimes Raju went to 
bed on a hungry stomach, 

One day Raju ran away from home. Next to the 
village was a forest. Raju hid in the forest for a week. 
He ate fruits and prayed that neither his uncle nor 
anyone from the village should come to the forest in 
search of him 

‘A week later Raju ventured into the next town. He 
found an old man who was willing to take him in, 
provided Raju worked in his shop. The old man ran ai 
newspaper mart 

Raju began selling newspapers. One day a well 
ressed man approached Raju. He had a long head and 
wore a beard 


R ‘aju was an orphan. He lived with his uncle. His 













Raju had noticed the man two 
days ago. Raju wondered what the 
man was up to. Today the bearded 
man had a briefcase in one hand, 
He approached Raju and placed a 
few coins. “Give me ong 
newspaper’, the man said grutly, 

Raju thought he heard the 
‘ticking’ of a clock. He glanced 
around. Nobody was standing close 
to them. Raju suspected that the 
bearded man was upto something. 

He handed over the newspaper 
and approached the police 
constable who was standing a few 
yards away and alerted him. 

Inno time the police had nabbed 
the bearded man. Inside the man's 
briefcase was a time bomb, 

Raju was praised for his 
presence of mind and he was 
rewarded handsomely. 

D. Johnson, age 13, 
KV No.2, Chennai 





© I have been reading 
Gokulam for the past five years. 
Tove reading Balu the bully, 
PS, Krishna Iyer, age 13, 
Hyderabad. 
£3 I had the opportunity 
recently to read Gokulam, It iy 
very interesting and useful, Ihave 
requested my father to subscribe to it 
JA, Jayanath, KY, Calcutta. 
2 1am a regular reader of 
Gokulam. Ilove puzzles, activities, a 
gallery and comics. Gokulam is very 
informative. 
Naved Khan, Std. VIIB, DPS, 
Korba, 
Jama subscriber and I think this 
magazine is the best in the world. 
Children receive prizes by contributing 
to the magazine, This has encouraged 
me to send you a letter, 
Richa, age 11, Bishop Cotton 
School, Nagpur. 











[i 1 like Gokulam because of its 
lovely games, puzzles and crosswords. 
like comics like Balu the bully and 
Appu and Kuku very much. 
G. Gautam, Std. V, Christ Nagar 
School, Trivandrum. 
[2 Thank you for publishing my 
viewpoint in the Nov, 2000 issue 
Thank you for the participation 
cettificate too, Though the magazine 
is for children, even my parents love 
to read the magazine, Please include 
word power and poems t00, 
Saswat Mohapatra, Std. VII, St. 
Xavier's HS, Bhubaneshwar, 











Rames! 





Ramesh: How can you do that? 


Rajesh: Money + k (Potassium) = Monkey 


How can you make money jump? 
Rajesh: By adding a chemical to it. 


—— 


mi 








A man slipped 
over a plantain skin and fell down, 
‘A passerby laughed. “Can't you see 
What you are stepping on?" he asl 
“Ofcourse I saw the fruit skin; but 
how am Ito know that it would be so 
slippery,” came the angry retort! 
People can be stupid. It is 
pardonable, But there is no excuse for 
not learning from mistakes 


ING FRO 
LETS TAKES 


The pity is that we fail 
miserably even in this 
Supposing the chap in the joke 
above, steps on another discarded 
bbannana skin. Is there any hope fr hii? 
But this s exactly what is happening! 








Take tor example the recent train 
accident in Punjab. More than forty 
people died and several were injured, 
‘many of them seriously. 

It is not the frst time that such 
accidents happen. Every time there Is 
an accident an enquiry is ordered. After 
much investigation and deliberation, the 
commission appointed at tax payers 
expense, submits a report, which 
perhaps is placed in parliament and 
then forgotten, The files gather dus in 
one of the many shelves in the Ministry 
of Railways 
What action i taken on the report, 
What is done to rectify the mistakes 
pointed out by the enquiry 
commission is never known. Probably 
‘no action at all is taken. 

In another recent incident, a 
newiy built bus shelter collapsed in 
Koyambedu market, near Chennai 
Fortunately no one was killed or 
injured. The authorities will heave a 

sigh of relief over this and forget 
the incident 

This is the attitude or national 

trait which we must avoid 

Everybody commits mistakes, So do 
‘we. But when we come to know about 
it, let us think for some time, Let us tell 
‘ourselves that it should not be repeated, 
and plan our strategy forthe future 

This is sure to improve our 
performance. Let us remember that the 
advancement of our country depends 
entirely on the individual excellence of 
each one of us. 

Wish you a happy New Millennium 


' 
aes - Editor 
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Teacher : Where is the English 
channel? 
Student : | don’t know Miss. We 
don't get it on our TV, 
- A. Narendiran, Std. Xi 
Monfort School, Yercaud 
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